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T H E UNITED R E P U B L I C O F TANZANIA 

No. 3 OF 1970 

I AS S E N T , 

30TH MARCH. 1970 

An Act to make better provision relating to State Security; to deal 
with espionage, saootage and other activities prejudicial to the 
interests ofthe United Republic; and for purposes incidental 
thereto or connected therewith 

[30TH MARCH, 1970] 

ENACTED by the Parliament ofthe United Republic of Tanzania. 

1. This Act may be cited as the National Security Act, 1970. short title 

2 . - ( l ) In this Act, un less the context otherwise requi res - interpretation 
"authorized officer" in relation to any provision ofthis Act m e a n s a 

person authorized by the Minister to exercise the powers or perform 
the duties conferred or imposed by such provision; 

"classified ma t t e r " m e a n s a n y information or thing d e c l a r e d to b e 
classified by an authorized officer; 

"Defence F o r c e s " h a s the m e a n i n g a s s i g n e d to it in sect ion 10 dPthW 6 6 

National Defence Act, 1966; N o - 2 4 

"disaffected p e r s o i i c l u d e s a n y p e r s o n c a r r y i n g o n a s e d i t i o u s 
activity, tha t is to say , an activity constituting an offence u n d e r 
section 56 ofthe Penal Code; Cap. 16 

"foreign agent" includes any person who is or has been or is reasonably 
suspected of being or having been directly or indirectly employed by 
a s ta te o ther t han the United Republ ic for the p u r p o s e of doing 
in the United Republic or elsewhere any act prejudicial to the safety 
or interests o f the United Republ ic , or who h a s or is r e a s o n a b l y 
s u s p e c t e d of having done or a t t e m p t e d to do s u c h a n a c t in the 
United Republic or e lsewhere in the interests of a state other than 
the United Republic; 
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"Minister" m e a n s the Minis ter for the t ime b e i n g r e s p o n s i b l e for 
national security; 

"model" includes a design, pattern or spec imen; 
"munitions of war" m e a n s any article, material , or device , including 

military s to re s , or any par t thereof, w h e t h e r ac tua l or p r o p o s e d , 
in tended or a d a p t e d for u s e in war or the defence of the United 
Republic or capable of being adap ted for such u s e , or any article 
used , or capable of being u s e d or converted or adap ted for u s e , in 
the production thereof; 

"necessary service" includes-
(a) any service relating to the generation, supply or distribution of 

electricity; 
(b) any fire brigade or fire service; 
(c) any sewerage , rubbish disposal or other sanitation service; 
(d) any health, hospital or ambulance service-, 
(e) any service relating to the supply or distribution of water; 
(f) a n y service relating to the product ion , supply, delivery or 

distribution of food or fuel; 
(g) mining; 
(h) any communications service; 
(i) any transport service; 
(j) a n y road , railway, b r idge , ferry, p o n t o o n , pipeline f o r t h e 

supply of water or fuel, airfield, harbour or dock; 
(k) any other service or facility, whether or not of a kind similar 

to the foregoing, declared by the President, by notice published 
in the Gazette, to be a necessary service forthe purposes ofthis 
Act; 

"offensive w e a p o n " m e a n s a n y article m a d e or a d a p t e d for u s e for 
c a u s i n g or t h rea t en ing injury to the p e r s o n , or i n t ended by the 
p e r s o n in ques t ion for s u c h u s e , a n d includes a n y knife, s p e a r , 
arrow, s tone , axe hand le , stick or similar article; 

"officer m. c h a r g e of pol ice" m e a n s a police officer in c h a r g e of a 
police station; 

"official document" includes a passport , any pass ofthe Defence Forces, 
a n y police or o t h e r official p a s s , permit , certificate, l icence or 
other similar document; 

"protec ted p l a c e " m e a n s -
(a) any place or area declared by the President by order published 

m the Gazette to be a protected place for the purposes ofthis 
Act; 

(b) a n y a r e a or p r e m i s e s d e c l a r e d to b e a "p ro tec ted a r e a " or 
Acts, 1969 It protected p lace" under the Protec ted P laces and Areas Act, 
No. 38 1969 ' 

11 public office" means an office m the service ofthe United Republic 
or a n y office m the service of a n y specified authori ty; a n d the 
t e rm "a p e r s o n holding a public office" i n c l u d e s -
(a) a member of the National Assembly; 
(b) a member of a local authority; 
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(c) an employee, officer or member (whether or not such officer 
or member is an employee) of a specified authority; 

"safety or interests ofthe United Republic" includes safety or interests 
of a specified authority; 

"specified authority" m e a n s -
(a) a local authority; 
(b) a b o d y corpora te e s t a b l i s h e d by or u n d e r a n y written law 

other than the Companies Ordinance; Cap. 212 
(c) the Tanganyika African Nat iona l Union, a n y o rgan o f the 

Tanganyika African National Union and every body of persons , 
whether corporate or unincorporate , which is affiliated to the 
Tanganyika African National Union; 

(d) a trade union registered under the Trade Union O r d i n a n c e ^ . 381 
(e) any company registered u n d e r t h e Companies Ordinance, not 

less than fifty-one percenturn ofthe issued share capital of which 
is o w n e d by the G o v e r n m e n t or by a specified authority or, 
w h e r e the c o m p a n y is limited by g u a r a n t e e , a c o m p a n y in 
r e s p e c t of which the a m o u n t t h a t the G o v e r n m e n t or t h e , 
specified authority which is a m e m b e r of such c o m p a n y h a s 
unde r t aken to contribute in the even t o f t he c o m p a n y be ing 
w o u n d up is no t less t han fifty pe rcen tu rn o f t h e a g g r e g a t e 
amount which all the members have undertaken to contribute; 
and references in this paragraph to a specified authority include 
references to any such company; 

"sketch" includes any photographic or other copy or representa t ion of 
any place or thing; 

" te legram" m e a n s any communica t ion t ransmit ted or in tended to be 
t ransmit ted by te legraph or delivered or in tended to be delivered 
from any post office or te legraph office as a communication tran­
smit ted e i ther wholly or partially by t e l e g r a p h , a n d inc ludes a 
communication transmitted or intended to be transmitted by means 
of a rad io-communica t ion service which is r e d u c e d to writing, 
or by m e a n s of o t h e r a p p a r a t u s for t ransmi t t ing m e s s a g e s by 
electric signals, whether or not a wire is used in such transmission. 

(2) For the purposes ofthis Act-
(a) expressions referring to communicating or receiving include the 

communicat ing or receiving of part o f the sketch, plan, model , 
note or other document, article or information, or ofthe substance, 
effect or description thereof; 

(b) expressions referring to obtaining or retaining any sketch, plan, 
mode l , note or o ther d o c u m e n t or article include the copying 
or caus ing to be copied the whole or any part thereof; 

(c) expressions referring to the communication of any sketch, plan, 
mode l , note or o the r d o c u m e n t or article include the t ransfer 
or transmission thereof. 

3 . Any p e r s o n w h o , for a n y p u r p o s e p re jud ic i a l to t he safetyis ipfenage 
interests ofthe United Republic- and sabotage 

(a) approaches, inspects, passes over, is in the vicinity of or enters any 
protected place; 



6 No . 3 National Se curity 1970 

(b) makes any sketch, plan, mode l or note or in any m a n n e r what­
s o e v e r m a k e s a record of or relating to any thing which might 
be or is in tended to be directly or indirectly useful to a foreign 
power or disaffected person; 

(c) ob ta ins , col lects , r e co rds , publ i shes or c o m m u n i c a t e s to a n y 
pe r son any code , p a s s w o r d , ske tch , plan, model , note or o ther 
document , article or information which might be or is intended 
to b e directly or indirectly use fu l to a foreign p o w e r or d i s ­
affected person; 

(d) without lawful excuse d a m a g e s , hinders or interferes with, or 
does any act which is likely to d a m a g e , hinder or interfere with, 
any neces sa ry service or the carrying on thereof, 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprisonment 
for life. 

4 . - ( l ) Any p e r s o n who h a s m his p o s s e s s i o n or u n d e r his control 
any code, password, sketch, plan, model, note or other document, article 
or information, which r e l a t e s to or is u s e d in a p r o t e c t e d p lace or 
any th ing in s u c h a p l a c e , or which h a s b e e n m a d e or o b t a i n e d m 
contravention ofthis Act, or which h a s b e e n ent rus ted in confidence 
to him by any person holding a public office, or which he has obtained 
or to which he h a s h a d a c c e s s owing to his position as a p e r s o n who 
holds or h a s held such office or as a p e r s o n who is or was a party to 
a contract with the Government or a specified authority or a contract the 
performance of which m whole or m part is carried out in or in relation 
to a p ro tec ted p lace , or as a p e r s o n who is or h a s b e e n employed by 
or u n d e r a p e r s o n who holds or h a s held s u c h a n office or is or w a s 
a par ty to s u c h a contrac t , a n d w h o -

(a) u s e s the s a m e in any m a n n e r or for any purpose prejudicial to 
the safety or interests ofthe United Republic; or 

(b) c o m m u n i c a t e s the s a m e to any p e r s o n o ther than a p e r s o n to 
w h o m he is au thor i zed to c o m m u n i c a t e it or to w h o m it is in 
the interests o f the United Republ ic his duty to c o m m u n i c a t e 
it; or 

(q) fails to take proper care of, or so conducts himself as to endanger 
the safety of, the same; or 

(d) retains the sketch, plan, model , note , document or article m his 
p o s s e s s i o n or u n d e r his control when he h a s no right or w h e n 
it is contrary to his duty so to do, or fails to comply with a n y 
lawful directions with regard to the return or d isposal thereof, 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding twenty years. 

(2) Any person who has m his pos se s s ion or under his control any 
ske tch , plan, mode l , note or o ther documen t , article or information, 
relat ing to muni t ions of w a r a n d w h o c o m m u n i c a t e s it directly or 
indirectly to a n y p e r s o n in a n y m a n n e r for a n y p u r p o s e prejudicial 
to the safety or interests o f the United Republ ic shall be guilty of an 
offence a n d liable o n convic t ion to i m p r i s o n m e n t for a t e r m n o t 
exceeding twenty years. 

Communica­
tion of 
certain 
information 
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( 3 ) Any p e r s o n who rece ives a n y c o d e , p a s s w o r d , ske tch , plan, 
mode l , . note or o ther documen t , article or information, knowing or 
having r ea sonab le grounds to believe at the time when he receives it 
that the same is communicated to him in contravention ofthe provisions 
ofthis Act, shall, unless he proves that the communicat ion thereof to 
him was against his wish, be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twenty years. 

(4) Any p e r s o n w h o c o m m u n i c a t e s to a n y p e r s o n o t h e r t h a n a 
p e r s o n to w h o m he is au tho r i zed by a n au tho r i zed officer to c o m ­
mun ica t e it or to w h o m it is in the in teres ts of the United Repub l ic 
his duty to communicate it, any information relating to the defence or 
security ofthe United Republic sha l lbe guilty of an offence and liable 
on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twenty years . 

(5) Fo r the purposes of subsect ion (4) "information relating to the 
defence or security ofthe United Republic" includes information relat­
ing to the movements or locations of the Defence Forces or the Police 
F o r c e , the s t eps t aken to p ro tec t a n y vital installations or p ro tec ted 
places , and the acquisition or disposal of munitions ofwar. 

5 . - ( l ) Any person who communicates any classified mat ter to aq,v t i o n o f 

person other than a pe r son to whom he is authorized to c o m m u n ^ f e ^ 
it or to whom it is m the interests of the United Republ ic his dutyjitormation 
communicate it shal lbe guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding twenty years. 

(2) In a prosecution for a contravention of subsection (1) it shal lbe 
no defence forthe accused person to prove that when he communicated 
the mat ter he did not know and could not reasonably have known that 
it was classified matter. 

6 . - ( l ) Any p e r s o n who, for the pu rpose of gaining or assis t ing a n y a u t h o r i z e d 
other p e r s o n to gain admiss ion to a p ro tec ted p lace or for any a the r 
pu rpose prejudicial to the safety or interests o f the United R e p u b J i f e T m s , 

(a) without lawful authority uses or wears any uniform ofthe D e f e n £ e s s e s ' e t c ' 
F o r c e s or of the Police Fo rce or a n y o ther official uniform of 
the United Republic or any uniform so closely resembl ing the 
s a m e as to be likely to d e c e i v e , or falsely r e p r e s e n t s h imsel f 
to be a p e r s o n who is or h a s b e e n entitled to w e a r or u s e a n y 
such uniform; or 

(b) without lawful authority uses any vehicle belonging to the Govern­
ment or any branch thereof, or any vehicle which because of false 
number-plates or other reason so closely resembles such a vehicle 
as to be likely to dece ive , or falsely r e p r e s e n t s h imsel f to be a 
person who is entitled to use such a vehicle; or 

(q) orally or in writing m any declaration or application or m any 
d o c u m e n t s igned by him or on his behalf, omits a n y mate r ia l 
fact or makes any s ta tement which in any particular he knows to 
be false or does not believe to be true; or 

(d) forges, alters or tampers with any official documen t or u se s or 
h a s in his p o s s e s s i o n a n y forged a l t e red or i r regular official 
document ; or 
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(e) pe rsona tes or falsely represents himself to be a person holding, 
or in the employ of a person holding,, a public office, or to be or 
no t to b e a p e r s o n to w h o m a n official d o c u m e n t or a s e c r e t 
official code or password has been duly issued or communicated, 
or, with intent to obtain, w h e t h e r for h imsel f or for a n y o ther 
p e r s o n , a n official d o c u m e n t or a n y s e c r e t official c o d e or 
password, makes any s ta tement which in any particular he knows 
to be false or d o e s not believe to be t rue; or 

(f) without lawful authority u se s or has m his p o s s e s s i o n or unde r 
his control a n y die, s e a l or s t a m p of or be longing to or u s e d , 
m a d e or provided by any G o v e r n m e n t depar tment , a specified 
authority or any diplomatic, naval , army or air force authority 
appointed by or acting unde r the authority o f the Government , 
or a n y die, s e a l or s t a m p so closely r e sembl ing a n y s u c h die, 
s ea l or s tamp as aforesaid as to be likely to deceive, or counter­
feits any such die, s ea l or s tamp or uses or has in his pos se s s ion 
or under his control any such counterfeit die, s ea l or s tamp, 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding twenty years. 

(2) Any person w h o -
(a) retains any official document, whether or not completed or issued 

for u se , when he has no right or when it is contrary to his duty so 
to do, or fails to comply with any lawful directions with regard 
to the return or disposal thereof; or 

(b) allows a n y o t h e r p e r s o n to h a v e p o s s e s s i o n of a n y official 
document issued for his use alone, or communicates to any person 
any secret official code or password so issued, or without lawful 
authority or excuse has m his p o s s e s s i o n any official documen t 
or s e c r e t official code or p a s s w o r d i s s u e d for the u s e of s o m e 
p e r s o n o ther than himself, or, on obtaining p o s s e s s i o n of a n y 
official d o c u m e n t , w h e t h e r by finding or o therwise , neg lec t s 
or fails to hand it over to the person or authority by whom or for 
whose use it was issued or to a police officer; or 

(c) without lawful authori ty or e x c u s e manufac tu re s or sel ls , or 
h a s m his p o s s e s s i o n for s a l e , a n y die, s e a l or s t a m p referred 
to m paragraph (f) of subsection (1), 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding twenty years. 

7 . Any person who, in the vicinity of any protected place, knowingly 
obs t ruc ts , mis leads or otherwise interferes with any p e r s o n e n g a g e d 
on guard, sentry, patrol or other similar duty in relation to the protected 
place shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprison­
ment for a term not exceeding ten years. 

Possession of 8.-(l) Any p e r s o n w h o , wi thout lawful authori ty or e x c u s e , the 
offensive burde n of proof whe re of s hall lie upon him, has in his possess ion or in 
weapons or r . • i i , • • 
materials or upon any p remises occupied by him any offensive w e a p o n or any 

offensive material shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years. 

Interfering 
with 
persons on 
guard at 
protected 
place s 
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(2) In this section-
"Offensive material" m e a n s any subs tance , material or article made or 

adap ted for use for causing or threatening injury to the person or 
P r o p e r t y , or i n t e n d e d by the p e r s o n in q u e s t i o n for s u c h u s e , 
a n d inc ludes -
(a) any explosive as defined in the Explosives Act, 1963; C a p ' 5 3 8 

(b) any ammunit ion as defined in the Arms a n d Ammuni t ion§ a P- 2 2 3 

Ordinance; 
(C) any inflammable liquid or subs t ance , and any acid or g a s . 

9 . - ( l ) The P r e s i d e n t m a y , by o r d e r p u b l i s h e d in the G a z e filing on 
d e c l a r e - certain 

(a) any Organization which he recognizes as representat ive of i o n i z a t i o n s 
people, or of any category ofthe people , of a territory in Afrie1^ bodies 
which is not an independent State (including Southern Rhodesia) 
or ofthe Republic of South Africa, to be a designated organization 
forthe purposes ofthis section; 

(b) any body or agency composed of or representing African States 
(Or African and other States) whose objects include the establish­
ment of independent States in territories of Africa which are not 
independen t S ta te s , or the es tab l i shment of fully representat ive 
governments in Sta tes practising discrimination on grounds of 
colour or race, or any committee of such a body or agency, to be 
a des ignated agency forthe purposes ofthis section. 

The dec la ra t ion of a n organiza t ion or b o d y or a g e n c y u n d e r this 
section as a designated organization or a designated agency, as the case 
m a y b e , s h a l l b e conclusive evidence that it is an organizat ion, body 
or agency to which this subsection refers. 

(2) Any pe r son who-
(a) for any purpose prejudicialto the safety or interests of a designated 

organization, obtains, collects, records, publishes or communicates 
to a n y o t h e r p e r s o n a n y s e c r e t c o d e w o r d or p a s s w o r d , or 
a n y s k e t c h , p l an , m o d e l , ar t ic le , no t e or o t h e r d o c u m e n t or 
information which is calculated to be or might be or is intended 
to be directly or indirectly usefu l to the G o v e r n m e n t of a n y 
territory m Africa which is n o t i n d e p e n d e n t S t a t e , or to the 
Gove rnmen t of the Republic of South Africa, or to any pe r son 
or g roup of p e r s o n s Purpor t ing to exe rc i s e or exerc i s ing the 
powers of government in Southern Rhodes ia ; or 

(b) for any purpose prejudicial to the safety or interests of a State 
which is a m e m b e r of or r e p r e s e n t e d on a d e s i g n a t e d a g e n c y , 
collects, records, publishes or communicates to any other person 
any sec re t code word or P a s s w o r d , or any sketch, Plan , model , 
article, no te or o the r d o c u m e n t or information which-
(i) is prepared forthe confidential use of, or in confidence by, 

such d e s i g n a t e d a g e n c y , or forms par t of any record of its 
confidential proceedings; and 

(ii) is calculated to be or might be or is intended to be directly 
or indirectly useful to the G o v e r n m e n t of a n y territory in 
Africa which is not an independen t Sta te , or to the Govern, 
m e n t of the Republ ic of South Africa, or to any p e r s o n or 
g roup of P e r s o n s purport ing to exerc i se or exerc is ing the 
powers of government in Southern Rhodesia . 



10 N o . 3 National S e curity 1970 

shal l b e guilty of an offence a n d shal l b e liable on convict ion to a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding twenty yea r s . 

(3) Where, m any proceedings against a person for an offence under 
this s e c t i o n , it is p r o v e d t h a t s u c h p e r s o n h a s c o m m u n i c a t e d , or 
a t tempted to communica te , any such mat te r referred to m subsec t ion 
(2) relating to a d e s i g n a t e d organiza t ion , or p r e p a r e d for or by or 
forming par t of the records of a d e s i g n a t e d agency , as the c a s e m a y 
be , to any person employed by a government having responsibility for, 
or jurisdiction m, any territory in Africa which is not an independen t 
S t a t e , or by t he G o v e r n m e n t o f t h e R e p u b l i c o f S o u t h Africa or 
by any person or group ofpersons purporting to exercise or exercising 
the powers of government in Southern Rhodesia , he shall be p resumed 
to have communicated, or a t tempted to communicate , such matter for 
a p u r p o s e prejudicial to the safe ty or in t e re s t s of s u c h d e s i g n a t e d 
organization or of a State which is a m e m b e r of or represented on such 
designated agency, as the case may be , unless the contrary is proved. 

(4) For the avo idance of doubts it is h e r e b y dec la red tha t for the 
purposes ofthis section a territory in Africa is not an independent State 
b y r e a s o n of ' i ts forming a n in tegra l pa r t of a n y o t h e r S ta te o t h e r 
parts of which are s i tua ted outs ide Africa, un less prior to becoming 
such a part it was itself an independent State. 

Harbouring 10.-(1) Any pe r son who-
(a) knowingly harbours or conceals any person whom he knows or 

h a s r e a s o n a b l e g r o u n d s for be l iev ing to b e a p e r s o n w h o is 
abou t to commit, or h a s commit ted an offence unde r this Act, 
or knowingly permits any such pe r sons to m e e t or a s s e m b l e in 
any p remises in his occupat ion or unde r his control; or 

(b) having ha rbou red or concea l ed any such p e r s o n or permit ted 
a n y s u c h p e r s o n s to m e e t or a s s e m b l e m a n y p r e m i s e s in his 
occupa t ion or u n d e r his control, wilfully omits or r e fuses to 
disclose to a police officer any information that it is in his power 
to give m relation to any such p e r s o n , 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding twenty years . 

Attempts, 1 1 - Any person who attempts to commit any offence under this Act, 
e t c - ' or solicits or inci tes or e n d e a v o u r s to p e r s u a d e a n o t h e r p e r s o n to 

commit any such offence, or aids or abets or does any act preparatory 
to the commiss ion of s u c h a n offence, shal l be guilty of a n offence 
and liable on conviction to the s a m e penal t ies as if he h a d b e e n con-
victe d of that offe nee. 

Presumptions 12.-(1) If in a n y p r o s e c u t i o n a g a i n s t a n y p e r s o n for an offence 
unde r section 3 it is proved that he h a s b e e n in communicat ion with, 
or a t t e m p t e d to c o m m u n i c a t e with, a foreign a g e n t in the Uni ted 
Republic or elsewhere it shall, unless the contrary is proved, be presumed 
"that he h a s , for a purpose prejudicial to the safety or interests of the 
United Republic , obta ined or a t t empted to obtain information which 
might be or is intended to be directly or indirectly useful to a foreign 
power. 
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(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), but without derogating from 
the generality of that subsec t ion , a pe r son shall un less he proves the 
contrary, be d e e m e d to have b e e n in communica t ion with a foreign 
a g e n t li-

(a) he has whether within or outside the United Republic, visited 
or add re s sed any communication to the address of or assoc ia ted 
with, a foreign a g e n t ; or 

(b) whe the r within or outs ide the United Republ ic , the n a m e or 
address of, or any other information regarding, a foreign agent has 
b e e n found m his p o s s e s s i o n or unde r his control, or h a s b e e n 
suppl ied by him to a n y other p e r s o n or h a s b e e n ' ob ta ined by 
him from any other person. 

(3) Any add re s s , whether within or outside the United Republic, 
reasonably suspec t ed of being an address u sed for the receipt of com­
munications intended for a foreign agent , or at which a foreign agen t 
resides or to which he resorts or at which he carries on bus iness , shall 
be d e e m e d to be the address of a foreign agent . 

(4) If m a prosecut ion unde r this Act it is alleged that the a c c u s e d 
ac ted for a purpose prejudicial to the safety or interests of the United 
Repub l i c he shall , u n l e s s the con t ra ry is p r o v e d , b e d e e m e d so to 
have ac t ed if, from the c i r cums tances o f the c a s e or his c h a r a c t e r or 
genera l conduct as proved, it appears that he acted for such a purpose . 

(5) If m a p rosecu t ion u n d e r this Act it is a l l eged tha t anything 
was m a d e , obtained, collected, recorded, published or communica ted 
for a p u r p o s e p re jud ic ia l to t he sa fe ty or i n t e r e s t s o f t h e U n i t e d 
Republic and it is proved that the making, obtaining, collecting, record­
ing, publ ishing or c o m m u n i c a t i n g w a s by a n y p e r s o n o the r t h a n a 
p e r s o n act ing u n d e r lawful authori ty it shall , u n l e s s the contrary is 
proved, be p resumed that the purpose ofthe act or conduct in question 
was . for a purpose prejudicial to the -safety or interests of the United 
Republic. 

(6) Where the lack of lawful authority or excuse is an e lement of 
a n offence u n d e r this Act, the b u r d e n of proving s u c h authori ty or 
excuse shall be on the a c c u s e d and in the a b s e n c e of such proof such 
lack shallbe presumed. 
13.-(1) If a magis t ra te is satisfied by information on oath that ther t rch 
is r e a s o n a b l e g round for s u s p e c t i n g t ha t an offence u n d e r thisa^Mits 
h a s b e e n or is abou t to be commit ted he m a y grant a s e a r c h warrant 
author iz ing a n y police officer n a m e d there in of or a b o v e the r a n k 
of a s s i s t a n t inspec tor , t o g e t h e r with s u c h o t h e r police officers a n d 
o ther p e r s o n s who m a y be author ized by such n a m e d police officer, 
at any time to en te r any p r e m i s e s , p lace , aircraft, ship, boat , train or 
other vehicle as the c a s e may be n a m e d or descr ibed in the warrant, 
if n e c e s s a r y by force, a n d to s e a r c h the s a m e a n d eve ry p e r s o n , or 
recep tac le found the reon or therein or in the vicinity thereof, and to 
seize , anything which he may find in the course of such search which 
is or m a y be e v i d e n c e of a n offence u n d e r this Act having b e e n or 
be ing abou t to be commit ted or with r ega rd to or in correction with 
which h e , has r easonab le grounds for suspect ing that an offence has 
b e e n or is about to be committed. 
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(2) W h e r e it a p p e a r s to a police officer of or a b o v e the r ank of 
a s s i s t an t inspector or to an officer m charge of police that the mat te r 
is one of s u c h u r g e n c y tha t in the in te res t s o f t h e Uni ted Repub l i c 
immediate action is necessa ry , he may by written order under his hand 
give to a n y police officer the like authori ty a s m a y be given by the 
warrant of a magis t ra te u n d e r this sect ion. 

(3) Notwithstanding any written law to the contrary it shall not be 
n e c e s s a r y for anything found m the course of any s e a r c h conduc t ed 
in terms of a warrant or authority i ssued or given under this section to 
be brought before any court. 

(4) If, at the conclusion of any proceedings, including proceedings on 
appea l , before any court aga ins t any pe r son for an offence unde r this 
Act, appl ica t ion is m a d e by or on b e h a l f o f t h e Direc tor of Publ ic 
Prosecutions for any property or article seized in the course of a search 
conducted in terms of a warrant or authority issued or given under this 
section to be forfeited to the Government on the ground that the return 
of such property or article would be prejudicial to the safety or interests 
of the Uni ted Repub l i c , the cour t shal l o r d e r t ha t s u c h proper ty or 
art icle b e forfeited to t he U n i t e d R e p u b l i c n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t 
the a c c u s e d may have b e e n acquit ted of the offence charged . 

14.-(1) Any person who is found committing an offence under this 
Act or who is r e a s o n a b l y s u s p e c t e d of having commit ted or having 
attempted to commit or being about to commit such an offence m a y b e 
anested by any police officer and detained. 

(2) Any pe r son ar res ted unde r the provisions ofthis section shall, 
whe ther or not the police enquiries are completed , be brought before 
a magistrate as soon as practicable. 

15.-(1) Where the Director or Public Prosecut ions is satisfied that 
there is reasonable ground for suspecting that an offence under this Act 
has been or is about to be committed, and for believing that some person 
m a y be able to furnish information with r ega rd the re to , he may , by 
writing under his hand, authorize a named officer to require that person 
to give such police officer any information in his power relating to such 
s u s p e c t e d or anticipated offence and, further, to require such pe r son , 
u p o n t e n d e r to h im o f his r e a s o n a b l e e x p e n s e s , to a t t e n d a t s u c h 
reasonable time and place as may be specified by such police officer. 

(2) Any person who, having been required m terms of subsection (1) 
to give information or to at tend at a specified time and place, wilfully 
fails to comply with such requirement or knowingly gives false informa­
tion shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable, on conviction, to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years. 

1 6 . Where any p e r s o n is b rought before a court on a charge u n d e r 
this Act no further proceedings m respect thereof shall be taken against 
him without the consent in writing ofthe Director of Public Prosecutions, 
save such as may be necessa ry by remand to secure the due appearance 
ofthe person charged. 

1 7 . Upon application m that beha l f m a d e by the p rosecu to r -
(a) to the court conducting a preliminary inquiry or hearing a charge 

of an offence under this Act; or 
(b) to the court hea r ing an a p p e a l from the decis ion of the court 

which heard such a charge, 
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on the g r o u n d tha t the publ icat ion of a n y e v i d e n c e given or to b e 
given or any s ta tement made or to be m a d e at such inquiry or hearing 
would be prejudicial to the interests ofthe United Republic, such court 
shall order that all or any portion of the public shall be excluded from 
the court during the whole or any part ofthe hearing. 

18.-(1) W h e r e it a p p e a r s to the Minister tha t it is e x p e d i e n t in induction 
public interest so to do he may, by warrant unde r his hand , requije3egrfms 
a n y p e r s o n w h o owns or controls a n y a p p a r a t u s within the Uni ted 
Republ ic u s e d for the send ing or receipt of t e l eg rams to p roduce to 
the p e r s o n n a m e d in the w a r r a n t the originals a n d t r ansc r ip t s o f 
t e l egrams or of t e l egrams of any specified class or description, or of 
t e l e g r a m s s e n t from or a d d r e s s e d to a n y specified p e r s o n or p l ace , 
a n d all Other P a p e r s relating to any such t e legram, and to allow the 
p e r s o n s o n a m e d to t ake c o p i e s or a b s t r a c t s from all or a n y s u c h 
originals, transcripts or papers . 

(2) Any person who is required under subsection (1) to produce to 
the p e r s o n n a m e d in the warrant any of the d o c u m e n t s referred to in 
that subsect ion, or to allow such person to take copies of or abstracts 
from any such d o c u m e n t , fails or refuses to p roduce to such p e r s o n 
such documen t or, as the c a s e may b e , to allow such pe r son to take a 
copy or a b s t r a c t from s u c h d o c u m e n t , shal l be guilty of a n offence 
a n d s h a l l be liable o n convic t ion to i m p r i s o n m e n t for a t e r m n o t 
exceeding three years. 

1 9 . Notwithstanding any written law to the contrary no person charged 
with an offence under this Act sha l lbe admitted to bail, either pending 
trial or pending appeal , if the Director of Public Prosecut ions certifies 
in writing t ha t it is likely t ha t the safe ty or in te res t s of the Uni ted 
Republic would thereby be prejudiced. 

20 . - (1 ) Any act, omiss ion or o ther conduc t constituting an offenggt ra_ 
u n d e r this Act shal l cons t i tu te s u c h offence w h e r e v e r s u c h contdftttefcii 
took place, whether within or outside the United Republic. application 

trial 
(2) W h e r e a n offence u n d e r this Act h a s b e e n commi t t ed ou ts ide 

T a n g a n y i k a -

(a) if the offence is triable by the High Court, the High Court shall 
have jurisdiction to try the person charged; 

(b) in any other c a s e , the Person charged may be tried either by the 
High Cour t or by s u c h cour t of a r e s i d e n t m a g i s t r a t e a s the 
Chief Justice may direct. 

2 1 . W h e r e a n y o f fence u n d e r this Ac t is c o m m i t t e d b y a biswlpyof 
c o r p o r a t e , t h e n , a s well a s the b o d y c o r p o r a t e , a n y p e r s o n whfflgeat 
the time ofthe commission ofthe offence, was concerned, as a director 
or officer, with the m a n a g e m e n t of the affairs of such body corporate , 
s h a l l b e guilty o f the offence a n d be liable to be p r o c e e d e d a g a i n s t 
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and pun i shed accordingly unless he proves to the satisfaction o f the 
cour t t h a t he h a d n o k n o w l e d g e , a n d could n o t by the e x e r c i s e of 
r e a sonab l e diligence have h a d knowledge , o f the commiss ion o f the 
offence. 

Repeal 2 2 . The Official Secrets Ordinance is repealed . 
Cap. 45 

P a s s e d in the National Assembly on the n ine teenth day of March, 
1970. 

•k of the Natio 
[ s e k w a 

Clerk of the National Assembly 
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